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I believe that Dr. Cardona will be a
Secretary who will fight for public edu-
cation, not against it; a Secretary who
takes seriously the Federal Govern-
ment’s role in making education pol-
icy, informed by the most rigorous
science; perhaps most of all, a Sec-
retary who fosters compromise, not
conflict, in addressing our Nation’s
many educational challenges.

As one of my mentors Senator Paul
Wellstone put it, government should
work to improve people’s lives, and we
have a lot of work to do with so many
students and families in need. But I
come to this Chamber today optimistic
because our country has had a long and
strong history of stepping up during
challenging times like these. I look
forward to partnering with Dr. Cardona
to meet the needs of this moment and
overcome the obstacles we face to sup-
port students, teachers, and schools as
we work to recover from this pandemic
and move forward.

With that, I ask my colleagues to
support the nomination: Miguel
Cardona as Secretary of Education.

————

TRIBUTE TO JANE HARMAN

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I
rise to recognize the extraordinary
service of my friend Representative
Jane Margaret Lakes Harman, who will
be leaving her position as president and
CEO of the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars after
nearly a decade of distinguished leader-
ship.

Born in New York City, Representa-
tive Harman grew up in Los Angeles
and received her bachelor’s degree
magna cum laude from Smith College
and her law degree from Harvard Law
School. Like many young people who
believe in the unmatched power of pub-
lic service, Jane moved to Washington,
DC, where she served as a staffer to
Senator John Tunney and with the
Senate Judiciary Committee. She
would go on to serve her country in the
Department of Defense and as Presi-
dent Carter’s Secretary of the Cabinet.

From 1993 until 2011, Representative
Harman served the people of Southern
California’s 36th District. Throughout
her tenure, Representative Harman
fundamentally improved the national
security of the United States through
her work on the Armed Services, Intel-
ligence, and Homeland Security Com-
mittees. Not content with leading just
from the halls of Congress, she sought
to find the truth for herself. Her work
in pursuit of the facts relevant to pro-
tecting our democracy and our allies
took her to Guantanamo Bay, Syria,
and North Korea. Her oversight and
leadership on national security was es-
pecially critical throughout this time
period, as the United States sought to
understand and push back from threats
both new and old, including foreign ter-
rorism. While Representative Harman’s
contributions speak for themselves, her
receipt of the Defense Department
Medal for Distinguished Service, the
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CIA Seal Medal, the CIA Director’s
Award, and the National Intelligence
Distinguished Public Service Medal
highlight an extraordinary career serv-
ing the American people.

At the Wilson Center, Representative
Harman continued her diligent work
keeping our policymakers and the pub-
lic informed on the ongoing security
challenges the United States and her
allies face. As we prepare and steel our-
selves for the next era of security chal-
lenges, knowledge produced under her
leadership and the relentless efforts of
her colleague and staff will continue to
be an invaluable resource.

Like many extraordinary Americans,
Representative Harman carried out
this work while also caring for her
family, including her four children, her
four grandchildren, and her late hus-
band Sidney, an enormous personality
in his own right. After a lifetime of
public service, from staffer to elected
official to thought leader in the policy-
making community, Representative
Jane Harman has left an indelible
mark that has deeply strengthened the
safety of our Nation. I am forever
grateful for her service, her friendship,
and wish her all the best in her next
adventures.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CHAROLETTE TID-
WELL AND RECOGNIZING ANTI-
OCH FOR YOUTH AND FAMILY

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the hard work and dedi-
cation of Ms. Charolette Tidwell and
her organization, Antioch for Youth
and Family, in Fort Smith, AR. This
nonprofit, all-volunteer organization
has played an important role in feeding
local families for several years, but its
efforts in 2020 made it a critical lifeline
for thousands of people in western Ar-
kansas.

Last year alone, Antioch distributed
more than 3.5 million pounds of food,
including almost 1 million pounds of
fresh produce, milk, dairy, and cooked
meats provided by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program. By hosting regular
drive-up events at Martin Luther King
Park in Fort Smith, Ms. Tidwell and
her team provided help to families who
needed it most during the COVID-19
pandemic. In 2020, their efforts meant
more than $6 million worth of food
went to local residents, making it one
of the largest food assistance efforts in
the State. More than one in six house-
holds in Arkansas is food insecure. In
Fort Smith, that number is one in five.
Unfortunately, the current crisis has
only increased those needs.

I have been honored to visit with Ms.
Tidwell and see her impressive efforts
to fill the gap in her community in ac-
tion. Before the pandemic, she was al-
ready hard at work with a food pantry,
a community garden, and mobile food
deliveries to low-income elderly and
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disabled residents and other struggling
families.

She has been an inspiration whose
work has been recognized nationwide.
L’Oreal Paris honored her in 2017 as
one of 10 Women of Worth and in 2020
with the L’Oreal Paris Karen T. Fondu
Impact Award for her tireless efforts to
address the area’s hunger crisis. Last
year, she was featured on bags of Lay’s
potato chips as part of the company’s
initiative featuring ordinary people
who do extraordinary things.

Those awards and acknowledgements
speak to the nature of her impact and
the vital role she plays within the com-
munity. Fortunately, she has once
again dedicated herself to meeting a
tremendous need with the same com-
passion and care she brings to every
challenge.

I am grateful for Ms. Tidwell, the en-
tire team at Antioch for Youth and
Family, and their wonderful partners.
With support from the River Valley Re-
gional Food Bank, Feeding America,
local businesses, and many volunteers,
Antioch continues to make a difference
and set an example for organizations
across the State and the Nation.e

————

TRIBUTE TO VERNIS JACKSON

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am
proud to recognize Vernis Jackson of
Portsmouth as February’s Granite
Stater of the Month. Jackson is the
founder of the Seacoast African Amer-
ican Cultural Center and played a crit-
ical role in establishing the African
Burying Ground in downtown Ports-
mouth.

Jackson moved to Portsmouth from
her hometown of Savannah, GA, in 1963
and in 1974 joined another Granite
Stater in organizing the first chartered
organization, Kwanza, for African-
American women in New Hampshire.
The group worked to support young
people and communities on the Sea-
coast; however, Jackson felt that there
was more that she could do to elevate
African-American achievements in the
State.

In 2000, Jackson founded the Sea-
coast African American Cultural Cen-
ter, which holds concerts, educational
programs, and exhibits to help high-
light the contributions, both modern
and historical, that individuals of Afri-
can descent have made to communities
on the Seacoast and around the world.

Jackson, who taught for 38 years in
the Portsmouth school system, wanted
to make sure that the center could be
used as a resource for students. Thanks
to Jackson’s leadership, the center
works closely with schools across
Portsmouth, including holding art ex-
hibits for middle school students and
providing scholarships for high school
students of color.

In 2016, the center featured an exhibit
featuring dolls of color, and last year it
hosted an exhibit showcasing photos
from former President Barack Obama’s
White House photographer Pete Souza.

Jackson also helped lead efforts in
Portsmouth to establish the African
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